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The Exegesis consists of two parts: the project part and the thesis part. Both subjects will be need to be covered in this proposal.

	Short description of the individual project part:

	(what will you create, in what context will it function, what is the actual expected result) 

For my independent study I want to build a digital information system that simplifies access to personalized and constantly updated information.  The system I have in mind creates an autonomous "personal context agent" that monitors flows of networked information.  The system actively seeks out information relevant to your preferences and allows you to contextualize the information within a visual framework.

For additional information, see 

http://www.squishymedia.com/fa/



	Short description aims of  individual project part:

	(what is it you want to achieve through the project part)
· Explore the boundary between personal information spaces and shared/community information spaces

· Build a portfolio-grade project as a result of the process

· Expose myself to XML, SOAP, object-oriented PHP programming, modular design




	Added value individual project part:

	(what is new or adding up in this project compared to your prior work, knowledge, experience: where do you think will this project expand your personal horizon; think of technical ambition, conceptual ambition, creative ambition)
This project is novel for me because it is not driven by commercial/business concerns.  It will let me experiment with emerging technologies such as XML-RPC, SOAP, peer-to-peer ad-hoc networking, and n-dimensional information sharing networks.  Because this is not a commercial project, I have the freedom to look towards future technologies and implementations rather than having to support lowest-common-denominator systems and users.

Most importantly, though, the project will let me explore conceptual issues concerning our relationship with flows of information.  How do we manage the flows?  What degree of interaction do we want with these flows?  How does a restructuring of presentation affect the value of nodes of information?



	Short description focus of thesis part:

	(what is the focus of your thesis in terms of subject and direction?)
The thesis section will focus on the personal issues that individuals and societies address when faced with the need to manage or adapt to constantly changing information networks.  I plan on drawing heavily from Castells’ work in this area, contextualizing existing thoughts about networked societies within a framework of contemporary developments and trends.  A key starting point will be an evaluation of the emerging blogosphere as an example of an ad-hoc self-managed information syndication and collaborative filtering system.




	Short description aims of thesis part:

	(what will be your aims for the thesis?)
· Provide a theoretical framework supporting the individual project

· Be a current perspective on information network metatrends

· “Humanize” the technologies and the complex sociological issues

· Either present the paper at a major industry conference or publish in a journal



	Project / thesis interconnection:

	(How are project and thesis related? How do you ensure they result in a coherent piece of work where they are mutually dependent?)
Technology is often amoral, while sociological statements are often strictly theoretical.  I want to bridge this gap by creating a technology-aware thesis grounded in current technological developments and trends.  At the same time, the individual project will be much stronger if it is guided by humanistic concerns about usability and practicality.

In order to make sure that the two areas remain connected, both areas are expected to mutate and adapt according to the progress made in the other.  Integrating the work of Tufte into the thesis, for example, may result in visual design changes in the individual project.  

And on a practical level: the thesis will be stronger if the individual project serves as a laboratory for exploring issues discussed in the thesis.  The individual project will be more useful and effective if it is based on a solid theoretical perspective as developed in the thesis.  It is in the best interests of both sides of the project to make sure that they maintain a symbiotic relationship.
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